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BROTHELS — LAW ENFORCEMENT 

507. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Police: 

I ask a supplementary question. Has the minister not just admitted that the existing law is not being enforced on 
his watch? Is he not embarrassed, given the views he expressed in 2007? Is it not the case that prostitution in this 
state is completely unregulated given the attitude the minister has taken to the enforcement of the existing law? 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Police, before you answer that question, I advise members, including the Leader 
of the Opposition, that supplementaries generally consist of only one question that follows on from the answer 
given.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

He is being greedy, as usual.  

In one of the last cases that the police took to the courts, the Director of Public Prosecutions said that it was not 
in the public interest to proceed with it. That is the information that I have been given. The police have had to 
step back to some extent. That is why they are reluctant to take cases to the courts. But when brothels come to 
their attention, they do take action to try to close them down. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: How many have they closed down on your watch?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I do not know the number. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: They closed down one.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, they have, simply by their actions. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: Which one have they closed down? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will not tell the member. I have no interest in talking to him at all. He is a friend of the 
criminals.  

Through the actions of the police, some brothels certainly have had to cease operating.  

Ms R. Saffioti: How many new ones? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: There have been some in the member for Southern River’s electorate for a start, and there 
have been others. We will continue to try to ensure that these brothels do not proliferate, as they definitely would 
have done under the Labor government. We will bring in a model that is workable and practicable. The Attorney 
General will be doing that in the very near future.  
 


